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savas ya da kuresel iIsinma
gibi buyuk sorunlar
hikayeler halinde ele
alindiginda dikkati ¢ekiyor.

Miren Beykan: Sevgili Vladimir, ilk kitabin
“Kralice'yi Kurtarmak”in ingilizce baskisini,
ajansin tozlu rafinda, burusmus halde
buldugumda yil 2002'ydi. O gun sana -
fantastik kurgularla gercegdin pesine dusen
bir yazara rastladigimizi anlamistik aslinda.
Ve iste o gunden bu yana, nerdeyse 20 yillik
bir serlvendeyiz. ilk sunu sormak istiyorum,
bu benzersiz bulusmamizda seni en ¢cok
heyecanlandiran ne oldu: Romaninin
bambaska bir cografyada fark edilmesi mi,
Turkce'de yayimlanma olanagi mi? O sirada
bdyle bir hedefin var miydi, Gunisigi
Kitaphgi'nin haberini alinca ne
dusUnmustun?

Vladimir Tumanov: “Kralice'yi
Kurtarmak” kitabimi ilk secen
yabancl yayinevinin -tipki ingilizce
kitabin yayinevi Scholastic gibi—
kendini cocuk kitaplarina adamis

bir yayinevi olmasi cok ilgimi cekmisti.
Cocugu, yayinciligin 6znesi kilmasi, cocuk
zihninin hak ettigi gelismeye saygi ve bu
yonde emek vermesi, benim icin ciddi
oneme sahiptir. Gunisigl Kitapligi'nin o
yillarda (2000’ler basi) yayimladigi kitaplari
dikkate aldim; koleksiyonunda yer alan Turk
ve yabancl yazarlar arasindaki saglikli
dengeyi fark ettim. Bu, dUnyaya ve cesitlilige
kucak acarken, ayni zamanda yerli
yeteneklerin de gelismesi ihtiyacini
onemsedigini gosteriyordu.
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MB: Turkiyeli okurlarinin buyuk ilgi
gosterdigi ilk romanin “Kralice'yi
Kurtarmak”i, 2006'da “Haritada Kaybolmak”
izledi -tabii bu sefer 6nce Turkge'de.
Kahramanlarin Alt Kardesler'in antikalar
dukkaninda buldugu 4 rulo ile basladi
“Gizemli Haritalar” dizisi, cok sevildi ve simdi
yine dayanismaya, dostluga iliskin guclu
soylemiyle “Suda Kaybolmak” raflarda. Hatta,
baski Ustune baski yapiyor. GUnumuzde
gezegeni ¢cok ciddi tehdit eden iklim krizine
dikkat ¢ekiyorsun. Dosyayi ilk okudugumda,
birrr, taylerim Urpermisti. Bir yazar ve bir
egitimci olarak bu konuda farkindalik
olusturmayi! 6nemsedigini dusunuyorum;
edebiyat, bu sorunun goérunur kilinmasinda
nasil etkin olabilir?

VT: insanlar hikaye anlaticisi varliklardir. iklim
bilimi ve cografya hakkinda siradan bilgiler
insanlari pek heyecanlandirmaz. Ama savas
ya da kuresel 1Isinma gibi bUyuUk sorunlar
hikayeler halinde ele alindiginda dikkati
cekiyor. Mesele sadece sayilar ve veri tablolari
dedil de, karakterlerin hayalleri, duygulari ve
insani baglariyla aktarilan yasamlari olursa,
okur olaylarla 6zdeslesebilir. Esim lisede tarih
dgretmeni ve bana éJrencilerinin ikinci
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Dunya Savasi ile ilgili derslerdeki tepkilerini
aktariyor. Ders kitabinin duygudan uzak,
siradan anlatimiyla sinifin dikkatini cekmek
hic kolay degilken, Christopher Nolan'in
“Dunkirk”u (2017) gibi filmleri birlikte
izleyince, 6grenciler kahramanlarin basina
gelenlere kapilip dikkat kesiliyorlar. Ozetle,
biz insanlar her zaman “Sonra ne olacak?”
sorusunu merak ediyoruz. Bir yazarin gorevi
bu soruya cevap aramaktir.

MB: Son yillarda, iklim krizine karsi dunyanin
farkli bolgelerinden cocuklarin, yetiskinlere
gore ¢cok cok daha aktif gorev ustlendiklerini,
ulkelerin karar vericilerini etkileyerek,
koruyucu, onarici yasalar i¢cin yilmadan israr
ettiklerini, seslerini duyurabilmek ugruna
hakaretlere, asagilamalara bile
katlandiklarini izliyoruz. Yetiskinlerin
bozduklarini duzeltmeye, dunyayi
kurtarmaya calisan ¢cocuklara -edebiyatin
disinda- nasil destek olunmali? Bir egitimci,
bir doga sever ve tabii, duyarli bir yazar
olarak goruslerin kiymetli.
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VT: Greta Thunberg yakin zamanda Haritada

. - L Kaybolmak

dunya cocuklarinin iklim krizini ne p

kadar ciddiye aldigini bizlere "

gosterdi. Ben de bir yetiskin ve

yazar olarak bu sorunda saf

tutmam, cocuklara destek olmam
gerektigini dustundum. iste “Suda
Kaybolmak” da benim cevabim —yeni
kusaklarin dertli gezegenimizin gelecegi
hakkindaki endiselerini dile getirmede
edebiyati kullanma denemesi. Cocuk
edebiyatinda ¢cocuklarin merkezi rollerde yer
almasi; onemli olduklarini, haklarinin
oldugunu ve dunyayi daha iyi bir yer haline
getirebileceklerini anlatarak onlari
yureklendirmek icindir. Cocuk karakterlerin
zorlu kosullara karsi mucadelesi,
vazgecmenin bir secenek olmadigini ve
umudun belki de tum duygularin en
goérkemlisi oldugunu hatirlatir. Benim
kitaplarim ve karakterlerim de bu amaca
kUcuk bir katkidir.

MB: Alt Kardesler, tekneyle yola cikmadan
once tum felaketin kendi kuc¢uk
dunyalarinda olup bittigini saniyorlar, ama
aslinda tum dunya sular altinda. Mesafelerin
adeta yok oldugu teknoloji caginda,
sorunlarin da akil almaz bir hizla
kUresellestigine dikkat ¢cekiyorsun. 2000’lerin
basinda “Kralice'yi Kurtarmak”i yazarken de
bunlari dusunmus muydun?

VT: “Kralice'yi Kurtarmak”i 1999'da yazmaya
basladim —-dunyanin hala naif oldugu
zamanlar. Yaklasan krizin farkinda olanlar
varsa da, ben bu konuda kafa yordugumu
hatirlamiyorum. TUum ipuclarinin o
Zzamandan gdézUmuzun onunde oldugunu
dusinmek bana aci veriyor ve yine de biz
bircok “yetiskin” bunlari kacirdik ya da
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durumun aciliyetini hafife aldik. Simdi
yetismeye calisiyoruz, umarim ¢ok ge¢
kalmamisizdir. “Kralice'yi Kurtarmak” ve
“Haritada Kaybolmak” kitaplarinda
kahramanlarimin karsilastigi zorluklar, bu
kitaplarin yazildigi zamanin bir yansimasi
olarak kisisel niteliktedir. “Asili Dag'in Kahini”
ve “Suda Kaybolmak” ise, son 3 yil icinde
yazildi; dolayisiyla, cocuklarin énemli rol
aldigi sorunlarin sinirlari tm toplumlari
etkileyecek kadar genisledi. iki kitap da
doganin gucune saygl duymamiz geregini
vurguluyor. Bence her yazar yasadigi
dénemin yankisidir.

MB: Bilmeceleri cocuklar seviyor; sen de 3
kitabinda, bilgi arastirmanin bir ydntemi
olarak bilmeceyi kullaniyorsun. Cocukken
sen de sever miydin, yoksa oglun Aleks'e
matematigi sevdirme sevdasiyla mi bu
yontemi gelistirdin? Bilmeceleri cozmek icin
hem Alt Kardesler ve Mariana, hem de
okurlarin bilginin pesine dusuyor, Ustelik
yazili kaynaklardan arastirma yapiyorlar.
Dogrusu pek faydali bir yonteme isaret
ediyorsun. insanhgin buyUk mirasi kitabin ve
bilginin dnemini vurgulaman bilincli diye
dusunuyorum.

VT: Evet, cocukken bilmecelere bayilirdim
gercekten de. Rusya'da yasarken, 6zellikle
resimli bilmecelerden keyif alir; ayrica
matematikteki sozel problemleri, sadece
sayisal olan problemlere tercih ederdim.
Bana gore bilmeceler, teneffus heyecanini
sinifin icine tasiyabilir. Cocuklarin sinifta
calismak icin, genellikle disaridan motive
olmalari gerekir. Oysa teneffus sirasinda
buna ihtiyaclari yoktur. Dogal olarak
oynamaya yatkindirlar ve bilmeceler bir oyun
bicimidir. Oglum Alex de ¢cocukken farksizdi
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ve benim bilmece seklindeki matematik
sorularimdan hoslanirdi. Simdi Google'da
muhendis olarak calisiyor. Umuyorum Ki,
onun programlamaya ilgi duymasina
“Kralice'yi Kurtarmak”in katkisi olmustu.

Yazili kaynaklarda arastirmaya gelirsek; bir
cevabl bulmak icin ne kadar cok emek
harcarsak, o bilginin aklimizda kalma
olasiliginin o kadar yuksek oldugu
kanitlanmistir. internetse bize fazlaca hizli
cevaplar veriyor. Zaman harcamadigimizda,
biraz olsun ter dokmedigimizde bilginin bir
kulagimizdan girip digerinden ¢ikmasi
kolaydir. Umarim, kitaplarim bilgiyi
kulaklarin arasinda tutmaya yardimci olur.

MB: Sadik okurlarin “Gizemli Haritalar”
dizisinin 3. macerasini da hevesle bekliyor.
Cokca heyecanli bir éyku oldugunu
biliyorum, ama okurlarinla da paylassan: Uc
kahramanini “ates rulosu” macerasinda neler
bekliyor?
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VT: Astronomiye, tutkulu bir merak | Suda

Kaybolmak

duymusumdur hep. Hatta, =
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okuldayken bu alana yonelmeyi bile! »
dustinmustim. En gincel astrofizik =A%

|
haberlerini okumayi, evren

hakkinda olabildigince cok sey 6grenmeyi
seviyorum. Bu heyecan beni, uzaydan gelen
bir tehdit Uzerine, “Brimstone 13”0 yazmaya
tesvik etti. “Gizemli Haritalar” dizisinin 3
kahramani bu sefer bambaska bir kUresel
problemle karsilasacak: GUnes sisteminin
derinliklerinden Dunya'ya dogru hizla
yaklasan bir asteroit. Her zamanki gibi
¢odzUm, Bay Chagrin’in rulolarinda sakli
olacak; bu kez “ates rulosu”nda. Ates
baglantisi var, cunku buyuk bir asteroit,
Dunya’'nin atmosferine girdiginde, tum
gezegeni kavuracak bir yangina neden
olabilir. “Brimstone 13"te kahramanlarim, 66
milyon yil énce dinozorlari yeryUzunden silen
felaketin benzerini dnlemeye calisacak. Bu
goérev onlari, I1ssiz bir adada kaybolacaklari,
bir magaranin labirentinde sikisip
kalacaklari, tuzlu su timsahlari kadar
haydutlardan da kacacaklari, ama bir
balinayla tanisacaklari, ata binecekleri, sari
bir denizaltinin Ustunde gezecekleri ve iki
cok &zel yetiskin arkadas edinecekleri
Avustralya’nin kuzeyine kadar goturecek.

MB: Kitaplarinin ¢esitli tlkelerde sevilerek
okundugunu biliyoruz, ama basi Turkiye
cekiyor. Sen de burada hem okullarda
cevrimici bulusmalar gerceklestiriyorsun,
hem de medyayi izliyorsun. Bir yazar olarak
ulkemizde bunca sevilmeni, yuz binlerce
cocukta iz birakmani nasil
degerlendiriyorsun?

VT: Turkiye, zihnimde her zaman 6zgurlukle
bagdasacak. Cocukken, Rusya'da, Karadeniz
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kiyisindaki bir kampta birka¢ yaz gecirdim.
Soguk Savas zamaniydi ve Sovyetler Birligi
disina seyahat etmek mumkun degildi. O
yuzden, Karadeniz'den ufka dogru bakinca,
Turkiye'yi hayal ederdim —Kolay ulasilabilir
goérunen, yakin tek ulkeydi, en azindan hayal
gucumle. Bilinmeyen, heyecan verici bir
dunyaya acilan kapi diye hayal ettigim
Istanbul'a gitmek icin hizli bir tekne
yolculugu dusundim. Bir gun Seyda adinda
bir kizla tanistim. Moskova'daki Turkiye
Buyukelciligi'nde calisan bir soforun kiziydi.
Oyuncaklar da dahil olmak Uzere,
Turkiye'den cok guzel seyleri vardi; tabii en
degerlisi (en azindan bir Sovyet cocugu icin)
sakizdi. O sakizin tadini unutamadim. Hal3,
ender de olsa, sakiz cignedigimde aklima
Turkiye gelir. Yani, cocuklugum ve Turkiye
bellegimde ayrilmaz sekilde baglantili ve bu,
Turkiyeli cocuklarla bag kurmamin da
nedeni oldu. Hepsi benim cocukluk
arkadaslarim.

MB: Dilerim, pandemi sonrasinda yuz yuze
sohbet olanagi buluruz. Yazar-editor ve tabii
cevirmen (Mine Kazmaoglu) birlikteligimizi
kutlamak icin harika bir firsat yakalariz.
Tesekkurlerimle...

VT: Sevgili MUren, her zaman kalbimdesiniz!
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attention when big
problems like war or global
warming are handled as
stories.

Miren Beykan: Dear Vladimir, it was 2002
when | found the English edition of the first
book, “Saving the Queen,” crumpled on the
agency's dusty shelf. On that day, we realized
that we had met you — a writer who was
chasing the truth with fantastic fictions. And
since that day, we have been on an
adventure of almost 20 years. First of all, |
would like to ask you what got you most
excited about this unique meeting: Is your
novel noticed in a completely different
geography or the opportunity to be
published in Turkish? Did you have such a
goal at the time, what did you think when
you heard about the Daylight Library?
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Vladimir Tumanov: | was very
intrigued by the fact that the
foreign publisher that first chose
my book “Saving the Queen” — just
like the English-language book

publisher Scholastic — was a publishing
house devoted to children's books. Making
the child the subject of publishing,
respecting the development that the child's
mind deserves and putting effort in this
direction are of great importance to me. |
took into consideration the books published
by Gunisigi Kitapligi in those years (early
2000s); | noticed the healthy balance
between Turkish and foreign authors in his
collection. This showed that while
embracing the world and diversity, it also
cared about the need to develop indigenous
talents.

MB: The first novel, "Saving the Queen",
which attracted great interest from Turkish
readers, was followed by "Lost on the Map" in
2006 - of course, first in Turkish this time.
The “Mysterious Maps” series, which started
with 4 rolls that the heroes found in the
antiques shop of the Alt Brothers, became
very popular, and now “Lost in the Water”
with its strong discourse on solidarity and
friendship is on the shelves. It even puts
pressure on pressure. You draw attention to
the climate crisis that threatens the planet
very seriously today. When | first read the
file, | got goosebumps. As a writer and an
educator, | think it is important to raise
awareness on this issue; How can literature
be effective in making this problem visible?
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VT: Humans are storytelling beings. Ordinary

knowledge of climate science and
geography does not excite people. But it
draws attention when big problems like war
or global warming are handled as stories. If
it's not just numbers and data tables, but the
characters' dreams, emotions, and lives
conveyed through human bonds, the reader
can identify with the events. My wife is a
history teacher in high school and she tells
me about her students' reactions in classes
about the Second World War. While it is not
easy to attract the attention of the class with
the emotionless and ordinary narration of
the textbook, when watching movies like
Christopher Nolan's “Dunkirk” (2017)
together, students become distracted by
what happens to the heroes. In a nutshell,
we humans always ask, “What next?” We
wonder the question.

MB: In recent years, we have observed that
children from different parts of the world
take a much more active role in the fight
against the climate crisis, influencing the
decision-makers of countries, insisting on
protective and restorative laws without
hesitation, and enduring insults and
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humiliations in order to make their voices
heard. How should we support children who
are trying to fix what adults have broken and
to save the world - apart from literature? As
an educator, a nature lover and, of course, a
sensitive writer, your views are valuable.

VT: Greta Thunberg recently P
ay| al

Viadimir

showed us how seriously the

world's children take the climate S

S
>4

4

!

@

crisis. | thought that as an adult and% X f §
writer, | should take a stand on this A=
issue and support the children. Here is my
answer to “Lost in the Water” —an attempt

by new generations to use literature to

express their concerns about the future of
our troubled planet. Children's central roles
in children's literature; It is to encourage
them by telling them that they matter, that
they have rights, and that they can make the
world a better place. The child characters'
struggle against difficult circumstances
reminds us that giving up is not an option
and that hope is perhaps the most glorious
of all emotions. My books and characters are
a small contribution to this cause.

MB: The Lower Brothers think that all the
disaster is happening in their own little world
before they set off on the boat, but actually
the whole world is under water. You draw
attention to the fact that in the age of
technology, where distances almost
disappear, problems are globalizing at an
incredible speed. Did you also consider these
when you were writing "Saving the Queen"
in the early 2000s?

VT: | started writing "Saving the Queen" in
1999—when the world was still naive.
Although there are those who are aware of
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the approaching crisis, | do not remember
thinking about it. It pains me to think that all
the clues were before our eyes from then on,
and yet many of us “adults” missed them or
underestimated the urgency of the situation.
We're trying to catch up now, hopefully it's
not too late. The challenges faced by my
heroes in "Saving the Queen" and "Lost on
the Map" are personal in nature as a
reflection of the time these books were
written. “The Oracle of the Hanging
Mountain” and “Lost in the Water” were
written in the last 3 years; therefore, the
boundaries of the problems in which
children play an important role have
expanded to affect all societies. Both books
emphasize the need to respect the power of
nature.

MB: Children love riddles; you also use
riddles as a method of searching knowledge
in your 3 books. Did you like it when you
were a child, or did you develop this method
with the love of making your son Aleks love
mathematics? In order to solve the riddles,
both the Lower Brothers and Mariana and
the readers pursue information, moreover,
they search for written sources. You are
pointing to a very useful method indeed. |
think it is conscious that you emphasize the
importance of the book and knowledge, the
great heritage of humanity.

VT: Yes, | really loved riddles as a kid. While
living in Russia, he especially enjoys picture
riddles; | would also prefer word problems in
math to numerical problems only. For me,
riddles can bring the excitement of recess
into the classroom. Children often need to be
externally motivated to work in the
classroom. However, they do not need it
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during recess. They are naturally prone to
play and riddles are a form of play. My son
Alex was no different when he was a kid, and
he liked my riddle-shaped math questions.
He now works as an engineer at Google. |
hope "Saving the Queen" helped fuel her
interest in programming.

As for research in written sources; It has been
proven that the harder we spend trying to
find an answer, the more likely we are to
retain that information. The Internet gives us
very fast answers. It's easy for information to
go in one ear and out the other when we
don't waste time or sweat a bit. | hope my
books will help keep the knowledge
between the ears.

MB: Loyal readers are eagerly awaiting the
3rd adventure in the "Mysterious Maps"
series. | know it's a very exciting story, but
share it with your readers: What awaits the
three heroes in their "fireroll" adventure?
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VT: I've always had a passionate Suda
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interest in astronomy. In fact, | even &&=

Tumanov
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thought of heading into this field r/ﬁa
when | was in school. | love to read V\J//
the latest astrophysics news and

learn as much as possible about the
universe. This excitement prompted me to
write Brimstone 13, on a threat from outer
space. This time, the 3 protagonists of the
"Mysterious Maps" series will encounter a
completely different global problem: An
asteroid rapidly approaching Earth from the
depths of the solar system. As always, the
solution will be hidden in Mr. Chagrin's rolls;
this time in the "fire roll". There is a fire
connection because when a large asteroid
enters Earth's atmosphere, it can cause a fire
that will scorch the entire planet. In
"Brimstone 13" my heroes will try to prevent
a similar catastrophe that wiped out the
dinosaurs 66 million years ago. This mission
will send them to get lost on a deserted
island,

MB: We know that his books are loved and
read in various countries, but Turkey takes
the lead. Here, you both make online
meetings at schools and watch the media.
As a writer, how do you evaluate the fact that
you are loved so much in our country and
that you have left a mark on hundreds of
thousands of children?

VT: Turkey will always be compatible with
freedom in my mind. As a child, | spent
several summers in Russia, in a camp on the
Black Sea coast. It was the time of the Cold
War and it was not possible to travel outside
the Soviet Union. So, looking towards the
horizon from the Black Sea, | used to
imagine Turkey — the only country nearby
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that seemed easily accessible, at least in my
imagination. | thought of a fast boat ride to
Istanbul, which | imagined as the gateway to
an unknown and exciting world. One day |
met a girl named Seyda. She was the
daughter of a driver working at the Turkish
Embassy in Moscow. They had very nice
things from Turkey, including toys; Of course,
the most valuable (for a Soviet kid, at least)
was chewing gum. | couldn't forget the taste
of that gum. Still, on rare occasions, when |
chew gum, | think of Turkey. Well, My
childhood and Turkey are inextricably linked
in My memory, and that's why | bonded with
Turkish children. They are all my childhood
friends.

MB: | hope we can have a face-to-face chat
after the pandemic. We have a great
opportunity to celebrate our writer-editor
and of course translator (Mine Kazmaoglu)
collaboration. Thank you...

VT: Dear MUren, you are always in my heart!
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