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Bilimin gizemleri ve henuz bilinmemis, bulunmamig, denenmemig olanin cazibesi bir kisim gen¢ okurun en
buyuk itkilerindendir. Cocuklugumda bu itkiyle bagladigim birgok kitaptan égrendiklerimi arkadaglarima ve
buyuklerime heyecanla anlattigimi hatirhyorum. Bu tir kitaplar analitik distinmeye yetenekli gocuklara farkli
bakis acilar kazandirir. Onlarin dlsuncelerine yeni temeller sunar, yeni yollar acar. Onimuzdeki gtinlerde yerli
Orneklerini de inceleyecegimiz tirde énemli eserler veren yazarlardan biri Vladimir Tumanov ve buglin onun
"Atesten Kagmak" isimli eserini inceliyoruz.

Tumanov'un bu hikayesindeki kahramanlari diinyaya yaklagan bir gbktasini engellemek igin astronomik
bilmeceler cézmek zorunda kalan ¢ geng; Mariana, Chris ve Francis. Onlar "Gizemli Haritalar" dizisinin ilk iKi
kitabinda (Haritada Kaybolmak-Suda Kaybolmak) cografya ve kiresel iIsinma bilmeceleriyle bas etmeye
calismiglar. "Atesten Kagmak" dizinin son kitabi. Yazar Vladimir Tumanov, bu diziden énce de "Kraligeyi
Kurtarmak" isimli romaninda matematik bilmeceleriyle bezeli bir macera sunmus okurlarina (2004) ve blyuk
yanki uyandirmis. 18 yilda 165 baski sanirim sizin icin de yeterince buyuk bir yankidir. Bilimsel bilmeceler
Uzerinden tasarladigi gercekustu hikayelerle macera ve bilim seven okurlara hitap eden yazar ve eseri hakkinda
okumamizdan bazi ipuglarini sizlerle paylasayim.

Bir Amerikan-Rus Ortak Yapimi

Oncelikle, geng yasta bati akademisine dahil olan Rus yazar Tumanov'un kitabinda hem Rus edebiyatindan
hem de Amerikan agirlikli bati edebiyatindan karakteristik izler buldugumuzu sdyleyebilirim. Olagan anlarda
dahi oldukga detayli denebilecek tasvirler, tasvir edilen ¢gevrenin kahramanlarin Gzerine ¢oken etkisi, karakterler
arasindaki etkilesimi agdalayan tahliller sanki klasik Rus edebiyati metinlerinin cocuk edebiyatina aksi
kivaminda bir metin ortaya cikarmis. Bu akislerin uzadigi bélimlerde metnin diger ayaginda akicilik biraz
aksiyor. Ama kismi kopuslara ragmen hikaye o diger ayakta; yani Amerikanvari macera akisinda da tutunmaya
calisiyor. Sabirli ve agirbash okurlarin bas edebilecegi, serinin ilk kitaplarini asip gelenler igin sorun tegkil
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etmeyecegdini disundigum bir ikilem bu. Yazarin Rus yaninin agir bastigini hissettiren bélimler Amerikalilarin
g6écmen oldugu, hatta gittikleri yerlerde ¢ikardiklari sorunlarla kendilerinden bezdiren gé¢menler olduklari bir
dinyaya dair tahayydller igeriyor.

Maceranin izleginden de biraz bahsedelim ki merakli okurun aklina bir sevk tohumu atmig olahm. Kaginircasina
Bay Chagrin'in "Hobi ve Tuhaflik Cesitleri Diikkani"na yollarini disuren kafadarlarimiz sanki hic macera icine
dismek istemezlermis gibi ortaligi karistirirlarken aradiklari belayi buluyorlar ve onlari bekleyen bilmece
rulosunun mahrinu -tabii ki yanhslikla- kirtyorlar. O andan itibaren bilmecenin diinyasina ¢ekilen tglt, Amerika
Birlesik Devletlerine dusmek UGzere diinyaya yaklasan bir géktasindan kurtulmak icin yedi soruluk bilmeceyi
¢cbzmek zorunda kaliyor. Ama oturduklari yerden degil elbette. Vakit kaybetmeden baglayan tahliye
operasyonunun icinde oradan oraya savrulurken ve Ustlne Ustlik her hikdyede bulunmasi gereken kotulik
abidelerinden bir &bide olan Blaze serserisiyle ve onun kirli cetesiyle cedellesirken. Bluyuk bir gemi ve
Avustralya kitasina kadar uzanan bir yolculuk s6z konusu. Yazarimiz kahramanlari garip durumlara savuruyor,
sizler de hem okuyor hem yasiyorsunuz.

Bilmece Orgiisii Yeterli mi?

"Atesten Kagmak" bilmeceler Gzerinden tasarlanan gercekustu bir hikdye omurgasina sahip. Ancak ¢ézimleri
gunes sistemi icinde kalan bilmeceleriyle okurunu pek zorlamiyor. Bilmeceler hikayede verilen bilgiler
olmaksizin da gége merakli cogu okurun ¢dzebilecegdi cinsten. Bu tir hikayeleri okudugum yaslarda TUBITAK'In
gbkbilim kasetlerini kulagima takip yizlerce yildizi tespit edebildigim gece gdzlemleri yapiyordum. Otuz yil dnce
ben o durumdaysam bugtin o yasta olan gbk agkini okurlarin gok daha fazlasini kesfedebilecegini saniyorum.
llaveten, bilmecelerle goktaginin seyri arasindaki bagin gergekdisti olmasi da gizem unsurunu biraz zayiflatmis.
Ik iki kitabi okusaydim belki G¢tncl kitabin zorlama bir devam kitabi olup olmadigina karar verebilirdim. Ama
okumadigim i¢in bundan emin olamiyorum. Belki onlar da ayni kivamdadir ve okurlari da bu kivami yeterli
bulmus, sevmistir. Dolayisiyla ben bu 6znel tespitimle kitabi gizem avcilarina degil, fantasya ve edebi dil
arayanlara dénerecegim. Kurgu ¢ézerken zorlanmayi seven amansiz gizem avcilari i¢in veya arastirmaci
gOkbilim meraklilari igin sanirim daha iyi segcenekler oldukca fazla.

Son olarak kitabin somut 6zelliklerini sdyle bir gézden gecirmek gerekirse; 58. ve 105. sayfalarda gecgen
"striiktir' kelimesine oldum olasi, ilkin Sezai Karakog¢'un bir kitabinin isminde rastladigimdan beri takilmigimdir.
"Yap1" gibi basit ve murat edilen anlami dogrudan karsilayan bir kelime varken devasa bir heykel ya da gemiyi
tanimlamak icin bu sakil kelimenin kullaniimasini, bu kitap bir gocuk kitabi olmasaydi dahi gereksiz bulurdum.
Bunun disinda kapaklar, dizgi, dizelti ve ceviriyle ilgili bir soruna rastlamadim. Gunisigi 6zeni devam ediyor. I¢
sayfalar cizim igermiyor. Kitap 18x12 cm boyutlarina, yani neredeyse bir cep telefonu boyutlarina indirilmis. 10-
13 yas grubu icin cep telefonuna ¢ok iyi bir alternatif olabilir.

Meraklilarina keyifli okumalar dilerim.

Vladimir Tumanov

Atesten Kacmak

Cev.: Mine Kazmanoglu
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The mysteries of science and the fascination of what is not yet known, found, or tried are among the greatest
impulses of some young readers. | remember excitedly telling my friends and elders what | learned from many
books that | started with this impulse in my childhood. Such books provide different perspectives to analytical
thinking children. It offers new foundations for their thoughts, opens new paths. Vladimir Tumanov is one of the
writers who produced important works of the kind, whose local examples we will examine in the coming days,
and today we are examining his work called "Escape from the Fire".

The protagonists of this Tumanov's story are three young people who have to solve astronomical riddles in
order to prevent an asteroid approaching the earth; Mariana, Chris and Francis. They tried to deal with the
riddles of geography and global warming in the first two books of the "Mysterious Maps" series (Lost on the
Map-Lost in the Water). The last book in the "Escape from the Fire" series. Writer Vladimir Tumanoy, in his
novel "Saving the Queen", presented an adventure filled with mathematical riddles (2004) to its readers and
caused great repercussions before this series. | think 165 prints in 18 years is a big enough echo for you too.
Let me share with you some tips from our reading about the author and his work, which appeals to adventure
and science-loving readers with surreal stories he designed through scientific riddles.

An American-Russian Co-production

First of all, | can say that in the book of the Russian writer Tumanov, who was included in the western academy
at a young age, we find characteristic traces of both Russian literature and American-dominated western
literature. The descriptions that can be said to be quite detailed even in ordinary moments, the impact of the
depicted environment on the heroes, and the analyzes that wax the interaction between the characters, have
revealed a text that is contrary to the children's literature of classical Russian literature texts. In the sections
where these reflections are prolonged, the fluency in the other leg of the text is somewhat interrupted. But
despite the partial ruptures, the story is on that other foot; in other words, it is trying to hold on to the American-
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like adventure flow. This is a dilemma that patient and serious readers can deal with and that | think will not be a
problem for those who have passed the first books in the series.

Let's talk a little bit about the path of the adventure so that we can plant a seed of enthusiasm in the mind of the
curious reader. Itchy Mr. Chagrin's "Hobby & Weird Variety Shop"While our cronies are messing around as if
they don't want to get into any adventure, they find the trouble they're looking for and break the seal of the
puzzle roll that awaits them - by mistake, of course. From then on, drawn into the world of the riddle, the trio
must solve a seven-question riddle in order to survive a meteorite approaching Earth to crash into the United
States. But not from where they sit, of course. While being tossed around in the evacuation operation that
started without wasting time, and on top of that, while struggling with the Blaze hoodlum and his dirty gang, who
is one of the monuments of evil that should be found in every story. There is a big ship and a journey to the
Australian continent. Our writer throws the heroes into strange situations, and you both read and live.

Is the Riddle of the Riddle Enough?

"Escape from the Fire" has a surreal story backbone designed around riddles. However, the solutions do not
force the reader with the riddles that remain in the solar system. The riddles are the kind that most readers who
are interested in the sky can solve without the information given in the story. When | was reading such stories, |
was doing night observations where | could detect hundreds of stars by putting TUBITAK's astronomy tapes in
my ears. If | was in that situation thirty years ago, | suspect that readers of sky love at that age today can
discover much more. In addition, the surreal connection between the riddles and the course of the meteorite
weakened the mystery element a little. If | had read the first two books, maybe | could decide whether the third
book was a forced sequel. But | can't be sure because | haven't read it. Maybe they have the same consistency
and their readers found this consistency sufficient and loved it. Therefore, with this subjective determination, |
will recommend the book not to mystery hunters, but to fantasy and literary language seekers. For the relentless
mystery hunter who likes to have a hard time solving fiction, or for the research astronomy buff, | think there are
plenty of better options.

Finally, to review the concrete features of the book: I've been stuck with the word " structure" on pages 58
and 105 ever since | first came across it in the title of a book by Sezai Karako¢. When there is a simple word
like "construction" that directly corresponds to the intended meaning, | would find it unnecessary to use this
idyllic word to describe a gigantic statue or ship, even if this book was not a children's book. Other than that, |
did not encounter any problems with covers, typesetting, proofreading and translation. Daylight care continues.
Inside pages do not contain illustrations. The book has been reduced to 18x12 cm, almost the size of a mobile
phone. It can be a very good alternative to the mobile phone for the 10-13 age group.

| wish you a pleasant reading.

Vladimir Tumanov

Escaping the Fire

Trans.: Mine Kazmanoglu
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