S -

ek

SS, Tue

Yo

FREE PRE

g3 4

THE LONDON

sday, November 15, 1983

Ty b AL

UR M

Career stud,

nt avoi

By Alison Paine
for The Free Press

- Brian Cook gazes out a window at
hundreds of other students stream-
ing to and from classes on the Uni-
versily of Western Ontario campus.

For some it is a social and educa-
tional experience in a new cominu-
nity. For others it is a pathway to a
job. : | ’ '
Jor Brian it is a little different..
He has three degrees and is work-
ing on his fourth. He is 35. Going to
sciool has become a lifestyle, Brian
is a professional student.

“The term ‘professional student’
is humotous,” he says, “My friends
and I have used it for years as a
joke, It's a lerm of sel{-mockery.”

“Other studenis look down on

professional students,” he says, but

stifl, “many of them wish they
could have done it my way. Thisisa
way not to become a drag or to
settle. It's a way not to take respoun-
sibility for yourself.”

~ UWO registrar David Chambers '
- supports students like Cook, who

are continuing their education and
broadening their knowledge.

INTERESTING PEOPLE IN INTERESTING JOBS

gree. Now he is starting work on a
PhD in political science.’ :

“T would not be so presumptuous

as to call myself an academic,” he
says, describing hils university ca-
reer, “I"m somebody who likes
studying and reading, and who
didn’t want to get a job.”

Cook does have a job, but like
“most students, professional or oth-
erwise, he works at it only in the
summer. He is in the naval reserve.

Last May, on Canada’s west
coast, e was Lt.-Cdr. Brian Arthur
Cook, Canadian Forces (R), B.A,,
M.Sc. (economics), M.A., and a

“perpetual students, like profes: .

sors who take courses outside their
disciplines, or those who are up-
grading, or maybe who are in
school just for the interest of it —
that is to be valued and
encouraged.” R .

Cook has been in university on
and off since 1966, when he began
his undergraduate degree fn politi-
eal selenee at the University of Sas-
katehewan, Afler getting his baglie-
lor of aris degree he went to
England, where he obtained a mas-
ter's degree at the London School of
Eednomles, :

Cook married three years ago.
His wife, Chris, got a teaching posi-
tion at UWO's nursing school and
Brlan decided to do another mas.
tor's degree at Western, this time in
journalism,

This year he completed that de-.
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Categories: The common percep-

_ tion of a professional student is a jolly

sort of perpetual academic layabout ——
lhe coliege equivalent of the AS-year-
old, California-beach lifeguard. -

Bul the onos interviewed at the Unk-
vorsily of Wostern Onlario generally
seem o be working toward a goal,
upgrading marks to get into profes-
sional schools such as medicine or law.

Cne special category, however, Is
. the senior citizen student who has re-
tirad from a tormai career and pursues
tho acaclemic lifo with vigor, Maurlco
Jonas, 68, fils thia mouldl and studylIng
has bocome his careor, He has two
degreas in hislory from Western, andis,
working on a third.
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captain in command of his first
ship, the 450-ton minesweeper
Porte Quebec. Being in the armed

forces enables him to combine his -

two favaorite pastimes — travelling
and studying. :

e looks more like an officer than

, a student. He is tall, with erect pos-
ture and a greying, neatly trimmed
beard. o :

The money he makes during the .
summer months, supplemented by .

scholarships he has won, have su-
ported his winter sojourns at uni-
versity. He says his university tu-
ition costs about $1,000 a year,

" Cook's reasons for staying in

Jimions AL

" And then there is the once-upon-a-

time professional student. He used to -

go to school years ago, but somehow
nevor broke away from the sate con
finos of unlversity Hfe, Now wa'rg ¢los-
or to thal aging lileguard,

Ono such student is widely known by -,

only by his first name. At ane time, but
no longer, he taok enough course work
to qualifty for the labet *'student.’’ .

Everyone who has been at Western
for any length of time seems to know of
lim, but no ene knows anvihing
apecifle.

Turning down much comment, ho

sald vaguely, "1 am an artist, and you,

are trying to put me into a box."
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“Novel,” he says lightly.:

.- forced to get a job, but he says it
with tongue in cheek, When he does .

~ther as a reporter or in political
_research, i ;

school range from the flippant o -

the serious. . : o ‘
“All this flopping around is just
until I write the Great Canadian,

Reactions from his friends and’

" those of his parents, he says, are a-
~ mixture of envy and disapproval.

“Many of my friends are restless
now. They're leaving marriages:
and carcers, and returning to

school. I just never had the f{irst -
carecr, Now we'll have all evened

out.” '

Cook’s fathor wanted a university;

education but demands of the post-.
war years {orced him into a job he
did not enjoy. For:this reason, he:
says, his father accepts his continu-+
ing education,” . L

Professional students are diffi--
cult to find at Western — surpris--
ingly, since most graduate stydents
claim to know one and all students:

have an opinion about the breed. ;

Belle Puri, a 27-year-old graduate
‘student, agrees -that professional;
students are . afraid of taking on:
- responsibilities, o Do

““The ones T know are afraid of.

~ getting old, and think that being in*
school will keep theém young,” she’

said. She added thoughtfully,
“They're almost flower child
leftovers.” - _ :

Cook says he may eventually be

leave scliool he hopes to write, ci-

In discussing hls poals, the serl-
ous stdo of hils personallly emaergos,
the thinking man., '

“I'm really secking tor prove
something to mysell — to prove 1
can write both fictlon and plays. A
way to avoid sitting at the typewrlt-
er and actually doing it is to go to
school.” ' '

Bl AT you try to pin him down on
ks plans after this doegree, he
brushes ofl the question.
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Morris Lamont of Tha Free

. Press

“I'm not even thinking that far . :
ahead.” : Brian Cook: Many hours at the library
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